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area (Meeh), men show a food requirement per square meter of 830 calories 
as compared with 753 calories for women, or a ratio of 100 : 94. On the 
basis of the revised surface standard (Du Bois) the ratios are 925 : 850, or 
100 : 92. 

When body weight, stature, and age (all of which have been shown to be 
significant factors in determining, in the statistical sense, the metabolism 
of the individual) are taken into account by the use of multiple prediction 
equations,* women show a basal metabolism rate about 6.2 per cent lower 
than that of man. 

These values, in which correction for body size and age have been made, 
are inserted merely to emphasize the reality of the difference in the basal 
metabolism of men and women. For purposes of actual rationing, differ- 
ences in size must not be disregarded. It appears, therefore, that the 100 : 90 
which has been used in the past is not an unfair ratio. Probably 100 : 85, in 
view of the generally greater muscular activity of the man, or an even lower 
ratio, would more properly express the proportion assignable to husband 
and wife. 

J. Arthur Harris. 



FOOD PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES DURING THE WAR 

Although the various indices are in substantial agreement as to the 
course of food prices in the United States during the period of the World 
War, confirmation of the record by data drawn from independent sources 
is still desirable. Such confirmation is at hand in the accounts of a large 
concernf which makes a business of operating restaurants in different parts 
of the country. The company purchases its supplies chiefly in Chicago, 
Kansas City, St. Louis, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. The supplies are 
largely foodstuffs of better grade. The purchasing records of the company 
thus reflect the ruling wholesale food prices in the principal western markets. 

The table submitted below develops a weighted index of wholesale food 
prices in April, 1919, as compared with April, 1916. Columns (2) and (3) 
of the table give the prices paid in April, 1916, and April, 1919, for unit 
quantities (column 1) of 67 articles. The unit price in each case is an 
average derived from the company's purchases of the month. Column (4) 
states the number of units of the article used during April, 1919, at one of 
the company's restaurants. This restaurant is in a "railroad town" and 
caters chiefly to passengers from trains and to railroad shop and trainmen. 
Column (6) lists the amounts actually paid for the goods used at the res- 
taurant during April, 1919. Column (5) shows what would have been paid 
for the same quantities of the same articles had they been purchased at 
the prices of April, 1916. The ratio of column (6) to column (5) indicates that 
wholesale prices of the foods on the list, weighted in the manner indicated, 
rose approximately 74 per cent during the three years ending April, 1919. 

♦Harris and Benedict, loc. cit., p. 205-219. 
t The company has requested that its identity be not disclosed. 
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WHOLESALE PRICES OF THE PRINCIPAL PERISHABLE AND GROCERY SUPPLIES 
USED AT A RESTAURANT IN A "RAILROAD TOWN," APRIL, 1916, AND APRIL, 

1919 



Article 



Unit 



(1) 



Price Der unit 



April, 

1916 
(2) 



April, 
1919 
(3) 



Amount 
used 
April, 
1919 

(4) 



Amount used 
April, 1919, 

X price 
April, 1916 

(5) 



Amount used 
April, 1919, 

X price 
April, 1919 

(6) 



Grains and their products: 

Com meal 

Crackers, oyster 

Flour, hard white 

Flour, soft white 

Macaroni 

Oatmeal 

Rice 

Spaghetti 

Wafers 

Sugar and related products: 

Sugar, granulated .... 

Sugar, powdered 

Sugar, N. C 

Sugar, C. L 

Syrup, Mayflower 

Vegetables and truck: 
Fresh- 
Asparagus 

Beans, lima 

Beans, navy 

Beets 

Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Lettuce 

Onions, old 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Canned — 

Beans, string 

Cora 

Peas, Early June 

Fruits: 
Fresh- 
Apples, cooking 

Apples, table 

Bananas 

Grapefruit 

Oranges 

Strawberries 

Canned — 

Apricots 

Blackberries 

Peaches, pie 

Pineapples 

Dried- 
Prunes 

Raisins 

Poultry and dairy products: 

Butter, table 

Cheese, American. . . . 

Cream 

Eggs ■. 

Chickens 

Hens 

Milk 

Fish: 

Fish 



Lb. 

Cwt. 

Lb. 

Pkg. 

Cwt. 

Lb. 

Pkg. 

Cwt. 



Gal. 
Lb. 

Doss. bchs. 

Doa. 

Sack 
Doa. bchs. 
! lb. can 



Box 



Lb. 
Box 



Gal. 



3 lb. can 

Lb. 



Gal. 
Doa. 
Lb. 

Gal. 

Lb. 



Dollars 

.02 

.07 

2.70 

2.82 

.05 

.15 

5.45 

.05 

.114 

5.66 
5.70 
5.48 
7.00 
.73 



.06 
.055 
.33 
.385 
.90 
.26 
1.66 
1.94 



.10 

.086 

.092 



1.24 
1.91 
.045 

2.80 

1.54 

.07 

.27 
.314 
.27, 
.115 

.058 
.107 

.315 
.175 
1.00 
.218 
.235 
.18 
.20 

.06 



Dollars 

.045 
.16 
5.00 
4.95 
.105 
.255 
10.50 
.105 
.18 

9.00 

10.00 
9.55 

10.33 
1.30 



.14 

.134 

.09 

.34 

.42 

1.16 

.465 

3.68 

2.57 



.18 
.18 
.18 



2.08 
3.67 

.077 
2.63 
4.20 

.14 

.46 
.63 
.583 
.21 

.17 
.107 

.62 
.26 
1.50 
.415 
.44 
.36 
.32 



Unit 

92 
74 
46 
26 
42 
46 
1.05 
68 
102 

19.9 
2.88 
4.01 
5.74 

32 



260 
73 

165 
18 
27 
12 

133 

7 

62 

21 

145 
128 
95 



29 
15 

509 
17 
13 

165 

19 
12 
29 
104 

75 
278 

882 
106 
343 

1749 
620 
499 

1847 

581 



Dollars 

1.84 

5.18 

124.20 

73.32 
2.10 
6.90 
5.72 
3.40 

11.63 

112.63 
16.42 

21.97 
40.18 
23.36 



20.80 
4.38 
9.08 
5.94 
10.40 
10.80 
34.58 
11.62 
120.28 
7.56 

14.50 
11.01 

8.74 



35.96 
29.10 
22.90 
47.60 
20.02 
11.55 

5.13 
3.77 
7.83 
11.96 

4.35 
29.75 

277.83 
18.55 
343.00 
381.28 
145.70 
89.82 
369.40 

34:86 



Dollars 

4.14 
11.84 
230.00 
128.70 
4.41 
11.73 
11.02 
7.14 
18.36 

179.10 
28.80 
38.30 
59.29 
41.60 



36.40 

9.78 

14.85 

6.12 

11.34 

13.92 

61.84 

25.76 

159.34 

6.09 

26.10 
23.04 
17.10 



60.32 
55.05 
39.19 
44.71 
54.60 
23.10 

8.74 
7.56 
16.91 
21.84 

12.75 
29.75 

546.84 
27.56 
514.50 
725.84 
272.80 
179.64 
591.04 

63.91 
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Unit 
(1) 


Price per unit 


Amount 
used 
April, 
1919 

(4) 


Amount used 
April, 1919, 

Xprice 
April, 1916 

(5) 


Ampunt used 

April, 1919, 

X price 

April, 1919 

(6) 


Article 


April, 
1916 

(2) 


April, 
1919 
(3) 


Meats and fats: 


Lb. 

Each 
Lb. 

Cwt. 

Lb. 
Gal. 
Lb. 
Gal. 

Sack 
Box 
Gal. 


Dollars 

.22 
.14 
.22 
.08 
.20 
.12 
.17 
.18 
.11 
.09 
.155 
.16 
13.46 

.22 
.65 
.265 

2.165 
.325 

2.00 
.14 


Dollars 

.485 
.22 
.44 
.15 
.30 
.23 
.30 
.48 
.24 
.30 
.293 
.18 
28.00 

.33 
.95 
.31 

4.62 
.65 

4.66 
.31 


Unit 

249 

1847 

484 

259 

50 

70 

2092 

183 

1188 

97 

229 

380 

3.33 

100 
15 

432 
1,1 
28 
13 
34 


Dollars 

54.78 

258.58 

106.48 

20.72 

10.00 

8.40 

355.64 

32.94 

130.68 

8.73 

35.50 

60.80 

44.82 

22,00 
9.75 
114.48 
23.82 
9.10 
26.00 
4.76 
3,946.88 


Dollars 
120.76 




406.34 




212.96 


Calf liver 


38.85 
15.00 




16.10 
627.60 




87.84 




285.12 




29.10 




67.10 




68.40 




93.24 


Miscellaneous: 


33.00 
14.25 


Coffee 


133.92 




50.82 




18.20 


Soap, laundry 


60.58 
10.54 


Total 


6,872.48 







Ratio of total outlay in April, 1919 ($6,872,480, to total outlay in April, 
1916 ($8,946.88) = 174.1 per cent. 

Similar data have been prepared by the company for the periods shown 
in the following table: 

Period Increase in vrices 

June, 1914, to June, 1919 72.3 per cent 

April, 1917, to April, 1919 39.5 " " 

June, 1918, to June, 1919 16.7 " " 

A comparison of these figures with the index for the period April, 1916, 
to April, 1919, would indicate that food prices did not rise from the middle 
of 1914 to the middle of 1916. From April, 1916, to April, 1917— the last 
year of our neutrality — prices increased much more rapidly than from April, 
1917, to April, 1919 — the two years following our entrance into the war. 

Edmund E. Day. 



TRANSFER OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S OFFICE 

The whole administration of the Department of the Registrar-General 
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, including the administration of the 
census of the population, has been transferred to the Ministry of Health. 
In April, 1918, the British Medical Association issued a pamphlet on the 
Ministry of Health, giving reasons for its establishment as one of the prin- 
cipal departments of state, and recommending this change. In this pam- 



